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Among manga artists, there are those who religiously obey their 
weekly deadlines, and there are those who scramble around at 
the last minute. The latter are manga jerks who narrowly avoid, 
by a few hours' margin, the risk of a notice reading, "So-and- 
so-Sensei's work will not be appearing in this week's issue due 
to illness." It's not something to be proud of, but, in the manga 
world, I'm probably among the top runners-up for the title of 
Most Despicable Manga Jerk. 

Every week, when I've once again hit crunch time, I scream, 
"Time, please stop//" 


Kurumada Masami—1987 



Masami Kurumada made his manga debut in 1974 with 
Sukeban Arashi (Delinquent Storm), the story of the life of a 
teenage girl. His first big hit came in 1977 with the popular 
series Ring ni Kakero (Put it All in the Ring). In 1986, he 
truly hit it big when he created Saint Seiya (Knights of the 
Zodiac), which was first serialized in Weekly Shonen Jump 
magazine, then went on to span 28 volumes, 114 TV 
episodes, four movies and a video game! 
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LEGENDS SPEAK OF YOUNG MEN WHO PROTECTED THE 
GREEK GODDESS ATHENA. KNOWN AS ATHENA'S KNIGHTS, 
THE/ WERE SAID TO WIELD PUNCHES THAT RENT THE SKY 
AND KICKS THAT SPLIT THE EARTH. FOLLOWING THEIR 
TRADITION, LORD ; NOBU OF THE GRANDE FOUNDATION SENT 
tOO ORPHANS OUT INTO THE WORLD TO TRAIN AS KNIGHTS. 
SIX /EARS LATER, THE ORPHANS WHO SURVIVED THE 
ORDEAL HAVE RETURNED TO JAPAN, CARRYING THE 
CLOTHS THAT ARE PROOF OF THEIR KNIGHTHOOD. LORD 
NOBU'S GRANDDAUGHTER, PRINCESS SIENNA, HAS 
ORGANIZED A TOURNAMENT OF THE KNIGHTS, BUT SOME 
KNIGHTS HAVE REBELLED... 

HA VINO FINALLY RETRIEVED THE STOLEN SOLD CLOTH, 

THE BRONZE KNIGHTS - SEIYA, HY<50A, SHIRYU AND SHUN 
- RETURN TO PRINCESS SIENNA'S TOURNAMENT, ONLY TO 
FIND EVERYTHING IN RUINS. SIENNA IS WAITING THERE FOR 
THEM. SHE TELLS THE KNIGHTS THAT SHE IS THE INCAR¬ 
NATION OF THE GODDESS ATHENA, AND THAT THE BRONZE 
KNIGHTS WERE RAISED BY LORD NOBU TO AID AND PROTECT 
HER. SHE INVITES THE KNIGHTS TO JOIN HER REBELLION 
AGAINST SANCTUARY, THE HEADQUARTERS OF ALL 
KNIGHTHOOD. SEIYA REFUSES, BUT THE OTHER KNIGHTS 
REMIND HIM OF A MESSAGE LEFT BY MARIN, THE SILVER 
KNIGHT WHO MAY BE SEIYA'S LONG-LOST SISTER... A 
MESSAGE THAT READS, "SEIYA, PROTECT ATHENA." 

BEFORE SEIYA CAN MAKE A DECISION, SIENNA IS 
ABDUCTED BY SILVER KNIGHTS SENT BY 
SANCTUARY. AS THE BRONZE KNIGHTS FIGHT 
TO RESCUE HER, IKKI, THE TROUBLED 
PHOENIX KNIGHT, UNEXPECTEDLY JOINS 
THE BATTLE... 
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IT WAS 
THE 

PHOENIX'S 

PHANTOM 

PEMON 

PUNCH/ 


your 

psycHE 

ms 

SHATTEREP 
THE MOMENT 
IT HIT YOU! 


TH-THIS 
CAN'T BE/ 
PONE IN By 
My OWN FLyiNG- 
SAUCER.. 












































































SURPRISE. 
YOUR BROMZf 
CHAINS WSRS 
MSRSUy 
PSSISNSP TO 
HOUR THS 







































WH- 

WHAT?/ 


you'Re- 


HEH HEH 
HEH... NO ONE 
HAS EVER LOOKED 
UPON THE MEDUSA 
SHIELD AND 
SURVIVED/ 


JUST 
AS X 

FEARED-- 
XT'S THE 
LESENDARy 
MEDUSA 
SHIELD, 


THEWE 
LL TURNED 
TO STONE 
SND THEIR 
SOULS 












WHICH IS 
MORS POWERFUL, 
THS PRA0ON 
SHISLP OR THS 
MSPUSA SHISLP? 



H£R£ I 
COhtfc, 
PfcRSfcUS 

a 



RISING c 
PPAGON _ 
3LOWH ^ 
















GO AH5AP-- 
PERFORM 
YOUR 
RISING 
RRAGON 
PLOW 

, PROPFRLY 


























GOKGCM'S 

KICK// 























STRIKE THE 


o. MORTAL BLOW 
' WITH THE 
' OOROON'S KICK 
v WHILE YOU'RE 
7 STILL HALE¬ 
YS' FLESHED.'.' 








' PERSEUS, 

I SEEM TO 
HAVE UNDER¬ 
ESTIMATED 


TO REPEAT 
YOU, I'LL 
HAVE TO 
SACRIFICE 
FLESH AND 
BLOOD... 


THERE'S NO 
OTHER WAY 
TO NEUTRALIZE 
THE MEDUSA 
SHIELD/ 








NO/ HE 
OOUOEP OUT 
HI5 0WN 4 
EYES// ^ 


KNISHTS MUST 
AimVS H0HT 
AS THOUGH 


yOU INSANE, 
SHIRyu? 









RISING 

VXAGOU 

310WH 


i THEN WE 
THIS/ WE'LL 
FIND OUT 
WHETHER 
THE MEDUSA 
SHIELD WORKS 
AOAINST THE 
BLIND// , 
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SUMMONS? 

MS, 

MASTSR? 




































yes, bv 
ONL y FIVE 
BRONZE 
KNIOHTS/' 
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SP&4KIN 6 OF 
SLINPNSSS, 
HOW'S SHIRYU? 
X H&ARP H& 
SOUS£P HIS 

own eyes out 

TO NEUTRALIZE 
ARSOL'S 
SHIELP.' 
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ooino 

DOWN// 
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SILVERS 
DON'T STAND 
A CHANCE 
AOAINST A 
KNIOHT IN A 
SOLD CLOTH 











AAAP&U 

a 



mmm 

iwMwm 




INCREDIBLE. 
THE COLD 
CLOTH 
ASSEMBLE!? 
ITSELF ON 
HIS BOVY... 















CLOTH BREAKDOWN AND FITTING CHART XXI 




SILVER CLOTH BREAKDOWN AND FITTING CHART IX 

THE AURIGA [CHARIOTEER] CLOTH 













WHY WOULD 
THE SAGITTARIUS 
CLOTH DO THAT 
FOR SEIYA?/ 


> IN THE 
GOLD 
CLOTH, 
YOU'RE ON 
EQUAL 
FOOTING 
WITH ME, 

. SEIYA. 

















































































^glf THE BEAUT/ 

op youR 
FORM NEVER 
.,i FAILS TO 
Jp AMAZE ME. 






WH-WHO 
ARE YOU?! 
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BUT WHEN HE 
REALIZE? THAT 
I WAS ATHENA 
AND THAT THE 
SOLD CLOTH WAS 
AUTHENTIC... 


I BELIEVE HE STILL, THE AAASTER 
I/ SENT THEM ONLy TOOK THE BAIT AND 
TO KILL THE i^SENT THE SILVER ^ 
^BRONZE KNISHTSM KNISHTS AS HIS<J 
^AND DESTROV THET-^ > ASSASSINS.l V 5 
UTSRANDE COLISEUM.. V 



\\ >»HE SENTav. 
BUT SEiyA \S HINA'S SROUR\ 

AND THE THE WRECKERS!! 
BRONZES OF THE COLISEUM^ 
DEFEATED <TO KIDNAP ME'AND 
THEM. A STEAL 5 THE CLOTH; 









MASTER, WHO 
SEIZED 
SANCTUARy 
AND USURPED 
COMMAND OF 
THE KNIOHTS. 








































































































SOMEWHERE': 


I’M GOING 
.TO SANCTUARY 
1 TO CONFRONT 
THE MASTER. 


. THAT'S 
CRAZY! WHAT 
CAN you 
ACCOMPLISH 
ALL BY 
, yOURSELF?.' 
_ yOU’LL BE 
V KILLER/ 


LIKE I TOLP AIORIA, 
V THE WAR BEGAN 
\ THE MOMENT 
\GRANPFATHER 
\TOLP ME THE 


AT THAT TIME, 

I SAVE M/SELF 
UP FOR PEAP. 


AS I SAIP, 
TO FULFILL 
MY STAR 
PESTINy. 


. PUT yOU’RE 
1 SACRIFICING 


ANP 

FOR 

JUSTICE. 












: FOR 
.JUSTICE. 


HER STAR 
PESW...' 


60MB VAYS LATER 
AT SAHCTUAK/... 









































THIRTEEN 
1 YEARS AOO, 
MY BROTHER 
STOPPER YOU 
FROM 

MURPERINO 
HER AND TOOK 
HER AWAY. 











m, 

AIORIA 
























XT'S 

THE 

SOUP. 










